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" gugar industry here. A laugh. w
T8 when Mr. Ivers said the plan-

“-peen. & law against the large private

(Continued from Page 1)

you, if discretion had been shown in
that direction, would you regard that
A% an unwise policy?”

Ashford, after some thought, admit-|

ted he would

Alken sald he thought the land

‘laws of the Territory are sadly in

need of revision. It was originally
copied from the land laws of New
Zealand, He would divide the pub-
lie Jands into three divisions
handling—one, the sugar lands he

would bave leased to sugar planters,  workers in other occupations.

all other cultivated land to home-
sieaders, and the high land, of small
viilue and fit only for grazing, he

would lease as such to any appli-|as witnesses when trying to get away
| to the Coast.

Fisher then K made inquiry inte the have been done in one or two In-
Territorial laws, affecting the home-,

cants,

steader. who forfeits his rights. - Ash-
ford and Alken-agreed that the home-
gteader was pald back the value of
his Improvements. Governor Frear,
asked If this were so, sgid it is nol.
It was the old law, but he sald Is
true no. longer, under the amended
laws,

Aiken #aid that 7 and 8 per cent Is1
the usual and the legal rate of inter-
est. That was disputed.

L. Tenney Peck was called into the
discussion as  apparently the only
banker in the chamber. He sald that
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yns are not in business for their

Segretary Fisher queried Mr. Ivers
as to whether or not, if there had

‘the government would have

3. the ipdustry. Mr. Ivers

if the government could
have-done it as successfully as pri-

fmm you ever und
‘any cane om it? ¥

| or
‘tall races there—Chinese, Japdnese,

Many Small Holders. )
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Against Planters.
gretary then asked Mr. Ivers
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if he were conscious of any antag-
onism on the part of the community®
to the planting interests. . Mr. .Ivers
sald he is not conscious of any such
feeling except possibly on the part;
of a few individuals whg had, lived
bhere a long time and “seen opportu
nities pass them by.”

He also said that the piheapple in-
dustry’s prosperity depends upon the
sugar industry indirectly.

He sald three Brewer & Co. plan-
tations near Hilo last year paid an
aggregate of about $850,000 for came
cut in the field last year.

Work for Immigrants.

Mr. lvers briefly reviewed the work
of the Territorial Board of Immigra-
tion. He said the Rusgians, while not
good plantations laborers, are good

Fisher asked about the obstruction

of immigrants going away, bringing
up the matter of immigrants arrested

Ivers sald this might

stances, and .explaingd briefly the
raids made on Hawalian laber in the
past.

Mr. Ivers told bhow California ob-
jects to immigration largely because
of the fact that laborers have been
brought from Hawall and become pub-
lic charges. :

“l can understand the exasperation
you feel here when you bring in labor
at considerable expense and someone
comes along and takes it away from
you,” smiled Secretary Fisher.

Ivers was asked by Attorney Olson
a little later if he knew of any home-
steads taken up under Goverpor
Frear's administration ‘which have
pince been sold or leased. Mr. Ivers
This ended the morning hearing
except for some desultory question-
ing on minor points, and Secretary
Fisher announced that the hearings
will' continue at 9:30 ¢'clock tomor-

DETAILED STORY 0
FISHER HEARING TODAY

What was it being used for
when you

y it?
e
~h ~did ‘you it for?
ertak

raise

dairying purposes.
Fisher:

No. ‘
: Are there other small fdr-
mers in-that vicinity? °
Alken: Yem - . 7
Fisher: ‘There are quite.a number?
Alken: Yes sir. . LR
Fisher: - How large tradty do they
own?, : 3
Aiken: Well, anywhere from 40 to
100 acres.. i §
Fisher: ' ;Are _theuﬁlt Baye been
called vhiﬁ.h_gre in-this- discussion,
‘Hawalians’ or Portuguese, -or Ja-
o, % . :

Alken:  Well, we have peactically

Portuguese, Hawalians and “whites,”
as you call them.

.

Fisher;. Among these ' people are
there thofSe ‘who have small holdings?

Alken: Xes, gir.

Fisher: < Now, do any of them raise
cane on -the langds?

Alken: Ne.

Fisher: In. what kind of farming
are théy usuaily, engaged?

Ajken: Some hundred odd Porlu-
guese families'are living just back of
us; their chief crop is grapes. There
is & winery.there and they sell their
grapes to the winery. .They are also
ralsing a2 great mnay Y vegetables
which they take to sell in the planta-
tion camps. below, & ;
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time the lands have been standing

ple of large means?

1 “’Figher:"" Are the settlers still liv-

. climatieeonditions. are not favorable,

{ure was due to the expense of pick-
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Fisher: Do fhéy own tlhelr Jands?
Afken: They own thelr own Jands. |
Fisher: How did they acquire

title—by purchase from  individuals,]
or by homsteadings from the Govern-|

ment ?

Aiken: Most of them were ae-
quired by purchase; but some were
acquired from the Government by
homesteading.

Fisher: Had the lands which they
acquired ever been wused to raise
sugar cane? :

Alken: No, they had never been
used for that purpose.

Fisher: Was - none of this land
which is held in small tracts ever
used for sugar cane land?

Alken: Well, with the -exception
of a part of the tract I have and a
little below, that is lower down, but
not maoch of ft.

Fisher: Are there. large sugar
plantations in that vicinity? s

Aiken: Yes, within a mile of my
place there is a plantation camp, but
théy are for the most part.further
down.. I believe 1. am, the highest
planter in the Territorfy (in eleva-

tiom).
Would this land belonging

-

Fisher:
to these small holders be adapted to
raising sugar. cane? e

Alken:  Yes, certain varieties,

Fisher?- s there any reason why

the jands to which you have referred|’
couald not be used to raise sugar cane,|"
people prefer-to raise|

except that the
other erops? - -
: “No, /they

iFsher: When did you become con-
nected with the

5

in this office?

g M*;mf;au"
militr with the
tm: Y... w

~JFisher: Have 'ydh been connected

with: the Government ever since? .
Afken: Yes - ‘
Fisher: In what capacity?
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the plantation
was finally closed down. Since that

fdle.
] mer: Have théY been sold?’
n: Three rubber companies
are planting rubber there now.
Fisher: Who are the people?
Aiken:" 'The holdings are quite
- Fisber: Are they peo of. large
or. small means? e
Alken: People of moderate means.
¥isher: Even the rubber . experi
ment is not. being carried on by peo

Alken:
Fisher;

No, ¢ :
4 Well what has happened
to that?

Afken: It s along all
right. The Nahiku Rubber Company
is getting along fine and expect to
get_enough rubber next year to pay
dividends.

ing on these linds? - - -

Alken: Most of them have moved
away; but some are working for the
rubber company.

Fisher: Then that effort has hot
restited in geiting a population gn
the grounds?

Alken: - No, for the reason that the

sud afo-due to the matter of trans-
Fisher: What was the reason fo
the failare of the coffee plantation?
Reasons for Failure.
‘Alken: The chief reason for fail-

ing- the coffee; with the price they
had to pay for-labor they could not
cOmpete with the market.

Fisher: 'Was the faijlure due to
high eost of picking, or to the lack of
transportation facilities?

Alken: Well, mostly to high cost
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are not as well | *
ralsing, but cane cpn|’

Government, and in|
hat_duties did you have|.

land situation there. :

| some’
| with-them?

be adatped to Sugar cane
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the coffee?
“Aiken: Waell laobr could not be ob-
for less than a dollar a day,
m'-mcmh s slow process.

coffee needed to be piekodq the

‘axpense was» what made it

“Fisher: Then they subsequently
tried sugar cine on-these lands and
this turned out badly?

Alken: Yes.

tic conditions, or to transportation
facilitiea in getting the ecane to the

<Fisher: ‘Do the families -on

the homestead, or do

ple were mot living on ft7, -

Flsher: The taro lands weré 'in®

1 in the holdings, were they,
eluded &:t GIngs, »
Alken: Yes

_Fisgher: “Have these
evetr Been susceptible to improvement

1 M,'l'- T i
b’-’&m The¥ are only good for sec
ond class pasture land. ;
“Are they -now -being used for. any-
thing? :

walians for taro . lands;
lands are noWw under lease.
-To whom are they leased? ;
They were jaily leased in four
Jots to four Portuguese parties. They
are now leased O lwg_, wh}_ta men, I
believe. . v
What did they try to do with it?
Raise taro. : '
“What are the present holders try
‘to do 'with it? - - !
"im tard. ' © By -combining the
whole~ four lots 4nd . being -able - to
shift 'back and . fortk’ they :hope. to
make something out of it. }
Then you don't think'that land is
4 ‘matter of a greats deal of import-
ance anyway. oo™ " et
1'think that the annual renkal the

the upper

Pgovernment is securing 18 worth sbout

half as much as the-lands themselves
are worth. v ;

What are the facts about any other
experiment?

Another tract of about 1000 acres
was opened up. in the dry section of
Kula. That tract was cut up into 50
acre lots: 1 think a mistake was
made at the time, and to be frank, I
was very much against opening up
the lands at all

When were they opened up?

“ In Governor - Carter’'s administra-
tion.” I | - Y

. You say that yow were not in favor
of it at the time? .
Political Pressure.

‘No, I was not in favor of it, They
were opening them up as agricultural
lands and they were only second-class
pasture lands. [ think it waa simply
yielding to political pressure that the
tract was opened up.

What do. you mean by political
pressure? .

Well, the influence of quite a num-
bert of people was brought to bear on

of-pickings, as they didn’'t get as far

as marketing their coffee. But the As I gay, if it had been opened up as  Fisher:
expeuse of transportation would have pasture land .it would have been bet- labor?
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higher lands

Fisher: Was this due to the clima-

they take them em ||

. ol
111 Alken: :Yes, bt not & great”desl | DL
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gir. 'l‘he taro land W
.| was a part of the lot.

- “They are still being. used by Ha-| - !

~ Fisher: _How, did. people on the

mailand’ learn’ about tite lands and |-

become intérested in:them? '

Aigen: Well, 1 think- they leamned
about them from parties here.
. Fisher: Then soute-pedple here in-
terested .themselves in - getting set-
tlers ‘from ‘California? '
. rAfken: Yes,/ T think so.’

Fisher: Were there any other ap- .

plicants for the land other than those

people?
JAiken: I had never received any

application. There was more or less|

talk -about opesning the lands; and a:
number of individual  came
to me from time td time and asked
about the land, but nobody really ap-
pited for it. At that time an offieial
application had to be made at the
main pffice “here in Homolulu. I had
never seen. any other official appl-
cations at al. - _zde
Fisher: Have the people actually
gone on the ground to live? :
Aiken: Most of them are not re.
quiréd to be there until next April;
tire lands were taken up entirely un-
der right of purchasé lease.
Transportation Problem.
Fisher: Now take ‘the transportas
tion facilities. there—how are they?
Alken: 'Well, that' is oné of the
things that I have been rather agitat~
ing with' the governor. The law|
states ‘that the proceeds derived from
the sale of public lands may be used
for the building of roads. Now the

pineapple ‘business is an expemsive )} E

one to get started. It cost about $125
an acre to get the lands planted.
Fisher? e has to put that much
money in in laddlgion to his labor?
Ajken: Yes, in addition to plow-
ing, clearing the lands and the pur-

the: subject, and it was opened up. chase of the plant. ; i

t wijl have to be mn out mo" )

tﬂf. = ___
‘What does it mttol!;htﬂ. L1
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FISHER DENIES LA CK SUPPORT FOR FREAR, "
RAPID TRANSIT EN ozss"mc‘am;m, <
NEW ARMY ACT-JO. LTSFFICERS,
FIRE AT SCHOFIEL D.BRACKS, -
Y: M. C. A. READY F OB £E WORK,

- DR. MARSHALL OPERAT) ON SUGGESSFULLY,
'DEATH OF W. H. STONE, 7
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